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ŁÓDŹ - CITY OF FOUR 
CULTURES! 

 

Łódź is third largest city in Poland. However, it is not well know. We belive that 
it is worth to change it. Please, read the following text about the history                       
of Łódź. 

Łódź was once a small settlement that first appeared in written records                         
in around 1332. In the early 15th century it was granted city rights, but 
remained a rather small and insubstantial town. It was the property 
of Kuyavian bishops and clergy until the end of the 18th century, when 
Łódź was annexed by Prussia as a result of the second partition of Poland. 
Following the collapse of the independent Duchy of Warsaw, the city 
became part of Congress Poland, a client state of the Russian Empire. It was 
then that Łódź experienced rapid growth in the cloth industry and                     
in population due to the inflow of migrants, most notably Germans and 
Jews. Ever since the industrialization of the area, the city has struggled 
with many difficulties such as multinationalism and social inequality, 
which were vividly documented in the novel The Promised Land written             
by Polish Nobel Prize-winning author Władysław Reymont.  (...) Between 
1823 and 1873, the city's population doubled every ten years. The years 
1870–1890 marked the period of most intense industrial development              
in the city's modern history. Many of the industrialists were of Jewish 
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ethnicity. (...). According to the Russian census of 1897, in which Łódź 
figured as the fifth-largest city of the Russian Empire, out of the total 
population of 315,000, Jews constituted 99,000 (around 31% 
percent). (...). By 1913, the Poles constituted almost half of the population 
(49.7%), the German minority had fallen to 14.8%, and the Jews made                
up 34%, out of some 506,000 inhabitants. 

from 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C5%81%C3%B3d%C5%BA#Century_
of_partitions:_1815_Congress_of_Vienna 

 

 

Answer the following questions: 

1. Point four nations connected with Lodz in 19th century 
 
   ......................................................................... 
 
2. What is the title of the most famous book about Lodz? Who wrote this book? 

   ........................................................................... 
 
3. In 1897 Lodz was a part of ............................................... 

 
4. What was produced in Łódź in XIX century? 
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